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DETERMINAZIONE AUTORITA DI GESTIONE PROGRAMMA INTERREG IPA CBC ITALIA—ALBANIA—MONTENEGRO
20 marzo 2019, n. 24

CUP B91H16000050006 Cooperazione Territoriale Europea 2014/2020 “Programma Interreg I.P.A.
CBC ITALIA/ALBANIA/MONTENEGRO”- Prenotazione di Accertamento di entrata e Impegno di spesa -
Approvazione dell’Avviso pubblico “Targeted Call for Project Proposals”.

LAutorita di Gestione del Programma
Interreg IPA CBC ITALIA-ALBANIA-MONTENEGRO

Visti:

e gliartt. 4 e 16 del D. Lgs. 165/01;

e la Deliberazione G.R. n. 163 del 22/06/2016 con la quale & stato conferito, al dott. Ing. Domenico Laforgia,
I'incarico di Autorita di Gestione del Programma Interreg I.PA. c.b.c. ITALIA/ALBANIA/MONTENEGRO
2014/2020;

e |'art. 18 del D.Lgs 196/03 “Codice in materia di protezione dei dati personali” in merito ai Principi applicabili
ai trattamenti effettuati dai soggetti pubblici;

e la decisione C(2015) 9491 del 15/12/2015 — CCI 2014 TC16115 CB 008 - della Commissione Europea;

¢ la deliberazione C.I.P.E. n. 10/2015;

¢ |a L.R. 28 dicembre 2018, n.68 “Bilancio di previsione della Regione Puglia per I'esercizio finanziario 2019 e
bilancio pluriennale 2019-2021";

e la DGR n. 430 del 7 marzo 2019, “Programma di cooperazione Interreg IPA CBC Italia-Albania-Montenegro
— Nuovo Awviso “Targeted Call for proposals” - Variazione di Bilancio”;

sulla base dell’istruttoria espletata dal funzionario istruttore, emerge quanto segue.

Premesso che:

e La Regione Puglia e individuata quale Autorita di Gestione del Programma Interreg IPA CBC Italia-Albania-
Montenegro 2014/2020;

¢ La Giunta Regionale, con Delibera 2180/2013 modificata e integrata con atto Deliberativo 2394/2015 ha
preso atto dell'adozione —da parte della Commissione U.E. —della Decisione di approvazione del Programma
Interreg IPA CBC Italia-Albania-Montenegro (C(2015) 9491;

e Con deliberazione n. 163 del 22/02/2016 la Giunta Regionale ha affidato I'incarico di Autorita di Gestione
del Programma Interreg IPA CBC Italia-Albania-Montenegro al prof. Ing. Domenico Laforgia, Direttore del
Dipartimento Sviluppo economico, innovazione, istruzione, formazione e lavoro.

Considerato che:

¢ |'obiettivo principale del Programma “Interreg IPA CBC Italia-Albania-Montenegro” e quello di intensificare
la cooperazione nell’'area eleggibile, affrontando sfide comuni e promuovendo uno sviluppo territoriale
integrato;

e il Programma mira a consentire agli stakeholder regionali e locali di scambiare conoscenze ed esperienze,
sviluppare e implementare azioni pilota, testare la fattibilita di nuove politiche, prodotti e servizi e sostenere
gli investimenti nei settori di interesse;

e il Programma prevede quattro assi di intervento, oltre quello per I'’Assistenza tecnica, cosi descritto:

PRIORITY AXIS SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE

PA 1 Strengthening the cross-border cooperation and SO 1.1: Enhance the framework conditions for the
competitiveness of SMEs development of SME’s cross-border market
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SO 2.1: Boost attractiveness of natural and cultural
assets to improve a smart and sustainable economic

PA 2 Smart management of natural and cultural heritage development;

for the exploitation of cross border sustainable tourism and
territorial attractiveness

SO 2.2: Increase the cooperation of the key actors of the
area for the delivery of innovative cultural and creative
products

SO 3.1: Increase cross-border cooperation strategies on
water landscapes.

PA 3 Environment protection, risk management and low

carbon strategy SO 3.2: Promoting innovative practices and tools

to reduce carbon emission and to improve energy
efficiency in public sector

PA 4 Increasing cross border accessibility, promoting SO 4.1: Increase coordination among relevant
sustainable transport service and facilities and improving stakeholders to promote sustainable cross border
public infrastructures connections in the cooperation area

¢ il Comitato Congiunto di Sorveglianza del Programma, istituito secondo le disposizioni di cui ai Regolamenti
CE 1299/2013, 1303/2013 e 447/2014, nella seduta del 4 marzo 2016 ha approvato il piano finanziario
assegnando le risorse a ciascuno dei quattro Assi Prioritari e all’Asse 5 di Assistenza Tecnica;

e tra il 2016 e il 2017, il Programma e stato implementato con attivita promosse dall’AdG e sostenute dal
Segretariato Congiunto e dalla struttura della stessa AdG e condivise in sede di Comitato di Sorveglianza;

e tra gli interventi attivati, rileva la “First Call for Proposals Standard Projects”, bando finanziato per un totale
di € 30.766.667,00.

Preso atto che:

e il 22 ottobre 2018 a Tirana (Abania) si e riunito il Comitato di Sorveglianza al quale I’AdG ed il Segretariato
Congiunto hanno presentato la bozza del bando “Targeted Call for Project Proposals”;

e dopo aver discusso il testo del bando ed avervi apportato alcune modifiche, accogliendo le richieste di
integrazione raccolte nel corso dei lavori del 22 ottobre e pervenute dai membri del Comitato, il 23 ottobre
e stato approvato in via definitiva la “Targeted Call for Project Proposals” da parte del medesimo Comitato
di Sorveglianza (Allegato A).

Considerato che:

e i soggetti che potranno presentare proposte progettuali in risposta al bando sono riconducibili a enti
pubblici o di diritto pubblico, sia in Italia che in Albania e Montenegro;

e gli altri soggetti interessati sono i soggetti governati dal diritto pubblico (imprese controllate e/o collegate
a soggetti pubblici e regolate dal diritto pubblico), le ONG e gli altri enti no-profit;

¢ la tipologia di partenariato di progetto prevede la contemporanea presenza di un partner per ognuno dei
tre Stati di cui almeno un partner originario dalla Regione Puglia ed uno dalla Regione Molise;

¢ |a gestione delle risorse finanziarie dedicate avverra tramite trasferimenti diretti per I'erogazione di un
primo acconto e, successivamente, a seguito delle rendicontazioni di spesa approvate e certificate soggetti
deputati;

¢ in sede di Comitato di Sorveglianza, & stato definito che il bando sara finanziato per un totale di €
13.582.080,19 cosi suddivisi per Assi prioritari e quote di finanziamento:

European Union National cofinancing | European Union contribution +
Contribution (85%) | (15%) National co-financing (100%)

Priority Axis 1 85.000,00 15.000,00 100.000,00
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Priority Axis 2 2.845.854,31 502.209,58 3.348.063,90
Priority Axis 3 4.591.729,43 810.305,19 5.402.034,63
Priority Axis 4 4.022.184,42 709.797,25 4.731.981,67
TOTAL 11.544.768,17 2.037.312,03 13.582.080,19

¢ il Comitato di Sorveglianza hainoltre deciso diriservare risorse per € 1.500.000,00 dall'importo totale messo
a bando per il finanziamento dei cd “Small Scale Projects” ripartiti per Assi cosi come definito dall’Annex 2
della “Targeted Call for Project Proposals”;

e il contributo UE ammonta all’85% del totale e il cofinanziamento nazionale, che copre il 15%, & garantito
dal Paese Italia a valere sul Fondo di Rotazione e, per i Paesi Albania e Montenegro, tramite i beneficiari
albanesi e montenegrini dei progetti, come di seguito riepilogato:

e per assicurare a questo nuovo intervento la relativa copertura finanziaria, la Giunta regionale ha approvato
la delibera n. 430 del 7 marzo 2019 di Variazione di Bilancio;

si deve provvedere:

e alla copertura finanziaria dell’Avviso pubblico, per un importo complessivo di € 13.582.080,20, giusta DGR
430/2019;
e all'approvazione dell’Avviso pubblico “Targeted Call for Project Proposals”.

VERIFICA Al SENSI DEL DLGS 196/2003
Garanzie alla riservatezza

La pubblicazione del presente atto all’albo, salve le garanzie previste dalla legge 241/1990 in tema di
accesso ai documenti amministrativi, avviene nel rispetto della tutela alla riservatezza dei cittadini,
secondo quanto disposto dal d.lgs. 196/2003 in materia di protezione dei dati personali, nonché dal vigente
regolamento regionale n.5/2006 per il trattamento dei dati sensibili e giudiziari.
Ai fini della pubblicita legale, il presente atto destinato alla pubblicazione € redatto in modo da evitare la
diffusione di dati personali identificativi non necessari ovvero il riferimento a dati sensibili, che, in quanto
indispensabili, sono trasferiti in documenti separati, esplicitamente richiamati.

ADEMPIMENTI CONTABILI DI CUI AL D.LGS 118/2011 E SS.MM.II.

e Bilancio vincolato
e esercizio finanziario 2018
e CRA 62.01 — Dipartimento Sviluppo economico, innovazione, istruzione, formazione e lavoro

PARTE ENTRATA

ACCERTAMENTO DELL'ENTRATA

Si dispone la registrazione della prenotazione dell’Accertamento in entrata per complessivi € 13.582.080,20,
giusta DGR 430/2019, come di seguito descritto:

Capitolo Descrizione capitolo UE | PIANO DEI CONTI FI- 2020 2021
NANZIARIO

Trasferimenti diretti da Commissione U.E., quota
Comunitaria Programma di Cooperazione Transfronta-

2130030 liera “Interreg-IPA CBC ltalia — Albania — Montenegro 1 E.2.01.05.01.999 | 7.183.824,67 4.360.943,50
2014/2020”
Trasferimenti diretti da Commissione U.E., cofinanzia-

2130031 mento Nazionale Programma di Cooperazione Tran- 1 £.2.01.01.01.001 2.037.312.03

sfrontaliera “Interreg-IPA CBC Italia — Albania — Monte-
negro 2014/2020”

Totali | 7.183.824,67 | 6.398.255,53
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DEBITORE: Commissione europea per il tramite del Ministero dell’Economia e delle Finanze e Ministero

dell’Economia e delle Finanze.

TITOLO GIURIDICO CHE SUPPORTA IL CREDITO: Decisione della Commissione Europea C9491 del 15/12/2015,

di approvazione del Programma e Delibera CIPE 10/2015

PARTE SPESA

Missione 19 — Relazioni internazionali

Programma 02 — Cooperazione internazionale

Titolo 1 — Spese correnti

Si dispone la registrazione della prenotazione dell'Impegno di spesa per complessivi € 13.582.080,20, giusta

DGR 430/2019, come di seguito descritto:

Capitolo

declaratoria

Cod
UE

Codifica piano
dei conti

EF
2020

EF
2021

1085101

Trasferimenti ad amministrazioni pubbliche
locali - QUOTA U.E. Programma di Coope-
razione transfrontaliera INTERREG IPA CBC
Italia-Albania-Montenegro 2014/2020

U.1.04.01.02.000

2.098.531,35

1.269.772,34

1085501

Trasferimenti ad amministrazioni pubbliche
locali — Cofinanziamento nazionale Pro-
gramma di Cooperazione transfrontaliera
INTERREG IPA CBC ltalia-Albania-Montene-
gro 2014/2020

U.1.04.01.02.000

1.427.418,76

1085102

Trasferimenti ad amministrazioni pubbliche
centrali - QUOTA U.E. Programma di Coo-
perazione transfrontaliera INTERREG IPA
CBC Italia-Albania-Montenegro 2014/2020

U.1.04.01.01.000

289.900,24

105.734,01

1085502

Trasferimenti ad amministrazioni pubbliche
centrali — Cofinanziamento nazionale Pro-
gramma di Cooperazione transfrontaliera
INTERREG IPA CBC Italia-Albania-Montene-
gro 2014/2020

U.1.04.01.01.000

186.797,51

1085103

Trasferimenti ad imprese controllate - QUO-
TA U.E. Programma di Cooperazione tran-
sfrontaliera INTERREG IPA CBC ltalia-Alba-
nia-Montenegro 2014/2020

U.1.04.03.01.000

309.235,41

236.862,59

1085503

Trasferimenti ad imprese controllate — Cofi-
nanziamento nazionale Programma di Co-
operazione transfrontaliera INTERREG IPA
CBC Italia-Albania-Montenegro 2014/2020

U.1.04.03.01.000

217.513,54

1085106

Trasferimenti diretti al Resto del mondo -
QUOTA U.E. Programma di Cooperazione
transfrontaliera INTERREG IPA CBC Italia-Al-
bania-Montenegro 2014/2020

U.1.04.05.04.000

3.677.219,26

2.092.758,63

1085125

Trasferimenti diretti a Unita locali dell'am-
ministrazione - QUOTA U.E. Programma
di Cooperazione transfrontaliera INTER-
REG IPA CBC Italia-Albania-Montenegro
2014/2020

U.1.04.01.04.000

172.128,95

198.829,85

1085525

Trasferimenti a Unita locali dell'amministra-
zione — Cofinanziamento nazionale Pro-
gramma di Cooperazione transfrontaliera
INTERREG IPA CBC lItalia-Albania-Montene-
gro 2014/2020

U.1.04.01.04.000

150.894,74

1085126

Trasferimenti diretti a istituzioni sociali pri-
vate - QUOTA U.E. Programma di Coope-
razione transfrontaliera INTERREG IPA CBC
Italia-Albania-Montenegro 2014/2020

U.1.04.04.01.000

636.809,46

456.986,08
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1085526 di Cooperazione transfrontaliera INTER- 4 U.1.04.04.01.000 === 54.687,48

Trasferimenti a istituzioni sociali private —
Cofinanziamento nazionale Programma

REG IPA CBC Italia-Albania-Montenegro
2014/2020

Totali 7.183.824,67 6.398.255,53

Causale: Copertura dell’Avviso pubblico “Targeted Call for Project Proposals”, Programma Interreg IPA CBC
Italia-Albania-Montenegro

Creditori: con successivi provvedimenti si provvedera alla formale concessione provvisoria dei contributi in
favore dei soggetti aventi diritto.

Codice circolare 2/2016 “412“ - spesa corrente-

Dichiarazioni e/o attestazioni:

la prenotazione di accertamento in entrata e la prenotazione di spesa € conforme a quanto stabilito dai
D.Lgs. n. 118/2011 e s.m.i.;

le somme da prenotare in accertamento di entrata e di spesa con il presente provvedimento sono state
stanziate con DGR 430 del 07/03/2019 “Programma di cooperazione Interreg IPA CBC Italia-Albania-
Montenegro — Nuovo Avviso “Targeted Call for proposals” - Variazione di Bilancio.”, sui capitoli di
Entrata n. 2130030 e 2130031 e sui capitoli di Spesa 1085101, 1085102, 1085103, 1085104, 1085106,
1085501, 1085502, 1085503, 1085504;

I'operazione contabile proposta assicura il rispetto della L.R. n.67 del 29/12/2017 “ Disposizioni per
la formazione del bilancio di previsione 2018 e bilancio pluriennale 2018-2020 della Regione Puglia
(legge di stabilita 2018)”;

I'operazione contabile proposta assicura il rispetto della L.R. n.68 del 29/12/2017 “ Bilancio di previsione
della regione Puglia per 'esercizio finanziario 2018 e pluriennale 2018-2020";

I'operazione contabile assicura il rispetto dei vincoli di finanza pubblica garantendo il pareggio di bilancio
di cui alla Legge regionale n.68/2017 ed il rispetto delle disposizioni di cui ai commi 465 e 466 dell’articolo
unico della Legge n.232/2016 e ss.mm.ii. e del comma 775 dell’articolo unico della Legge n.205/2017;

le attivita e le procedure poste in essere con il presente provvedimento sono ammissibili a
rendicontazione e conformi ai relativi regolamenti comunitari;

si attesta che non ricorrono gli obblighi di cui agli art.li 26 e 27 del D. Lgs 14 marzo 2013 n. 33.

Visto di Attestazione disponibilita finanziaria

AP “Coordinamento amministrativo LAdG Programma Interreg IPA CBC Italia-
e contabile IPA Italia Albania -Montenegro- Albania-Montenegro
Responsabile degli Assi” Prof. Ing. Domenico Laforgia

Emilio Balena

LUAutorita di Gestione del Programma Interreg IPA CBC Italia Albania Montenegro

Ritenuto di dover provvedere in merito,

DETERMINA

¢ di prendere atto di quanto espresso in narrativa e che qui s’intende integralmente riportato;

e di procedere, alla prenotazione dell’accertamento di entrata e alla registrazione della prenotazione di
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impegno di spesa di complessivi € 13.582.080,20 sui capitoli di entrata e di uscita del Bilancio regionale,
giusta DGR 430/2019, come specificato nella sezione degli Adempimenti contabili;

di approvare I'Avviso pubblico “Targeted Call for Project Proposals” - Programma Interreg IPA Il CBC ltalia-
Albania-Montenegro 2014/2020, allegato A) e parte integrante del presente provvedimento;

di dare atto che, a seguito dell’approvazione dei progetti e ammessi a finanziamento, si provvedera
all'assunzione degli impegni di spesa e alle relative concessioni provvisorie, per poi procedere al
trasferimento delle risorse afferenti il Programma ai soggetti beneficiari interessati;

di pubblicare il presente provvedimento nel BURP e nel portale del Programma, per garantire la massima
diffusione dell’informazione alla platea internazionale dei soggetti interessati.

Il presente provvedimento:

1.
2.

rientra nelle funzioni amministrative delegate;

diventa esecutivo con l'apposizione del visto di regolarita contabile della Ragioneria che ne attesta la
copertura finanziaria;

sara trasmesso in copia conforme all’originale alla Segreteria della Giunta Regionale;

sara disponibile nel sito ufficiale della Regione Puglia: www.regione.puglia.it;

LAutorita di Gestione del Programma
Interreg IPA CBC ITALIA-ALBANIA-MONTENEGRO
Direttore del Dipartimento Sviluppo economico,

innovazione, istruzione, formazione e lavoro
(prof. ing. Domenico Laforgia)
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Targceted call for

This document is issued by the Managing Authority/Joint Secretariat of the Interreg IPA CBC ltaly-Albania-
Montenegro in compliance with the decision of the Joint Monitoring Committee of 23 October 2018.

The call is open for 60 calendar days from the day of publication (until 11:59 AM of the 60th day, including
day of publication). The off|<:|a| publication at h: o = will be also
announced at 4

In order to support interested partners to look for potential partners, partner searches requested to email
js@italy-albania-montenegro.eu, starting from the publication of this document, will be published on the
programme webportal, if they include at least a) selected specific objective, b} project idea description (500
characters), c) type of partners and countries searched, d) organisation name, e) contact person email, f)
consensus to publish the data for partner searches, in compliance with EU General Data Protection Regulation
(please include all items/all letters).

INTRODUCTION

The Interreg IPA CBC Italy-Albania-Montenegro is a trilateral cross border cooperation Programme co-financed
by the European Union under the Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA) in the 2014-2020
programming period.

The approved programme, including priority axes, specific objectives, eligible areas, financial allocation and
programme strategic goals may be found at https://www.italy-albania-montenegro.eu/programme/official-
docs and further described in details in the Manual (01 Strategy, Factsheet 1.1.) at: https://www italy-albania-
montenegro.eu/tools/programme-manual/strategy.

1. TARGETED CALL
Definition

This call for project proposals is targeted to specific topics, which have been addressed in the adopted
Cooperation Programme, but they have not been tackled, or not sufficiently been tackled, by the first call for
standard projects and by the thematic projects. In this sense, this is a strategic and key call for the purpose of
achieving the programme objectives.

These topics have been identified through a gap analysis developed by the Joint Secretariat, discussed and
adopted at the Joint Monitoring Committee meeting of Podgorica on 17 April 2018.

Accordingly, project proposals, which potentially contribute to fill in these gaps, will receive additional points
and have more chances to be financed, as specified in the selection criteria below.

Missing topics identified

PUGLIA REGION — Managing Authority / Interreg IPA CBC Italy-Albania-Montenegro
Corso Sonnino 177, 70121 Bari (IT) +39 0805406545 / js@italy-albania-montenegro.eu
www.italy-albania-montenegro.eu / www.europuglia.it/cte-2014-2020/it-al-me

REGIONE PUGLIA

e,
= B
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For each Specific Objectives, these are the missing topics for which gaps have been identified:
e 5.0.1.1. Competitiveness {only small scale projects}):
o Social innovation/inclusion,
o Blue and green economy.
Guidance at: http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langld=en&catld=1
https://ec.europa.eu/maritimeaffairs/policy/blue_growth_en
e S5.0.2.1. Tourism:
o Family tourism,
o Sport/adventure tourism,
o Youngsters tourism.
Guidance at: https://ec.europa.eu/growth/sectors/tourism/offer_en
Indicative examples PANORAMED: http://www.enpicbcmed.eu/sites/default/files/live_your_tour_final_0.pdf;
https://emblematic.interreg-med.eu/ https://ec.europa.eu/growth/sectors/tourism/offer_en
e S5.0.2.2. Culture:
o  Arts other than visual arts (music, literature, etc.).
Guidance at: https://ec.europa.eu/culture/policy/cultural-creative-industries_en
e S5.0.3.1 Environment (no resource available)
e S5.0.3.2 Energy
o common energy planning,
o Adoption of European standards in the RES and RUE sector for public administrations.
Guidance at: https://ec.europa.eu/energy/en/topics/energy-efficiency
Indicative example: http://www.alter-energy.eu/
e 5.0.4.1, Transport:
¢ Multimodal connections,
o Custom procedures,
o Connections between the main cross border transport infrastructures and the EU trans-
European corridors,
o Improvement of maritime connections,
o Optimization of out of standard loads.
Guidance at: https://ec.europa.eu/transport/home_en
Indicative  examples PANORAMED: http://www.adbmultiplatform.eu/adb/;  Project  FREIGHT4ALL
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/home_en

If applicable, projects may identify one or more topics belonging to the same Specific Objective (not across
objectives). Only the contribution to the topics of the same specific objective of the project are considered for
the additional points.

Capitalisation

Moreover, the project proposals, which plan concrete and precise capitalization actions, as well as build up
synergies with existing projects and initiatives may receive additional points. Even more if the projects
precisely avoid overlapping especially with existing projects of partners / areas / activities already financed in
the first call, of which the partners are aware.

EUSAIR

Additional points are foreseen also for project proposals having objectives and activities, which are explicitly
foreseen in the EUSAIR action plan (see https://www.adriatic-ionian.eu/library/). In this case the project shall
clearly outline how these activities are going to be followed up on within the EUSAIR and with the EUSAIR
stakeholders. Together with the existing criteria, up to 8 points may be given in this criterion.

Interreg IPA CBC italy-Albania-Montenegro Pag. 2

f
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SMALL SCALE PROJECTS

The programme bodies intends to contribute to simplification for beneficiaries, especially the small
organisations, while using one of the foreseen simplified cost options (SCOs). At the same time the
programme intends to test innovative financing options also in compliance with the general simplification
principle set in the ERDF and IPA regulations.

Applicants can choose to apply for a targeted “normal project” or for “small scale project”. The same
partnership cannot submit the same proposal for both typologies.

Project proposals submitted as “small scale projects” follow the restricted rules defined by the Annex 2
“SMALL SCALE PROJECTS”.

2. PROVISIONAL FINANCIAL ALLOCATION
The overall provisional financial allocation for the 4 priority axes is as follows:

1 Competitiveness 85.000,00 15.000,00 100.000,00
2 Tourism 2.845.854,31 502.209,58 3.348.063,90
3 Environment 4.591.729,43 810.305,19 5.402.034,63
4 Transport 4.022.184,42 709.797,25 4.731.981,67
TOTAL 11.544.768,17 2.037.312,03 13.582.080,19

Please note that for P.A. 3, S.0. 3.1. it is not possible to submit project proposals, as the entire amount of P.A.
3 is allocated to S.0. 3.2. energy efficiency. For P.A. 1, S.0. 1.1. it is possible to submit only small scale project
proposals. This allocation includes the Small Scale Project allocation.

Co-financing

The EU contribution to projects shall be up to 85% of eligible expenditure, while 15% shall be provided
according to the national systems. Concerning Italy, the national co-financing is guaranteed to public partners
by CIPE Resolution n. 10 of 28 of January 2015. The national co-financing is not provided to eligible private
partners, which have to contribute to projects’ proposals with their own resources. For Albania and
Montenegro, each partner is obliged to provide co-financing at project’s level.

Pre-financing

Pre-financing 20% of IPA contribution by signature of subsidy contract offset of pre-financing in equal shares in
the three reporting periods. Private lead partners shall be required to provide a financial guarantee for the
pre-financing.

According to the reimbursement principle, the partners shall have financial capacity to advance all costs, which
shall be reimbursed upon the foreseen verifications on paid expenditures.

For “Small Scale Projects” the rules are specified in the Annex 2.
Open ranking list

The outcome of the project selection shall be an open ranking list, which is going to be valid until all funds of
the programme are absorbed. This means, that in case funds become available in a specific objective, e.g.
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because of project savings or thematic project allocation not fully absorbed, the next project of the list is going
to be financed.

Two separate open ranking lists are foreseen: one for “standard” and one for “small scale projects”.
De- commitment targets

If a project partner does not reach at least 85% of the spending target for a specific period’, which was fixed in
the approved application form, the Managing Authority may de-commit the difference between target and the
certified amount, which will become available for the specific Priority Axis, unless this is not due to partner’s
failures, of which the partner shall provide evidence.

Eligibility rules

Detailed eligibility rules for the expenditures are specified in the programme manual fact sheet no. 4.10

published at https://www.italy-albania-montenegro.eu/tools/programme-manual/implementation.

For “Small Scale Projects” the rules are specified in the Annex 2.

Location of the operation

All the project activities have to be located in the Programme eligible area, in compliance with art. 44 of the
IPA implementing Regulation (Commission Implementing Regulation no. (EU) No 447/2014).

3. PROJECT PARTNERS

Eligibility of partners according to location

Lead partners and project partners must be established in the eligible territories of the Countries participating
in the Programme. Partners having the registered office outside the Programme area, but the branch office
established in the Programme area, will be eligible for funding, provided that the branch office has full legal
capacity’.

Eligibility of partners according to legal status

The following types of partners, according to their legal status, are eligible for funding:

- Public bodies;

- Bodies governed by public law®;

- Non-profit organisations, established according to the applicable legal framework/law in the respective
country®,

Partners shall not fuifill exclusion criteria set in art. 106 and 107 of Regulation (EU) Na 966/2012.

L Reporting periods corresponds with the first and the second semester of the year {1 ]Jan - 30 Jun, 1 Jul - 31 Dec). If project start date
is in the middle of a semester (e.g. 1 Apr) the first period is shorter (e.g. 1 Apr - 30 Jun), the last period is longer (e.g. 1 jul - 30 Sep) as to reach
the number of months set for the project duration.

2 Full legal capacity means also that the branch office has financial and administrative power to undertake commitments, make
payments and keep project accounts and audit trail.
3 They are established for the specific purpose of meeting needs in the general interest (not having an industrial or commercial

character); (b) They are financed, for the most part, by the State, regional or local authorities, or by other bodies governed by public law; or are
subject to management supervision by those authorities or bodies; or have anadministrative, managerial or supervisory board, more than
half of whose members are appointed by the State, regional or local authorities, or by other bodies governed by public law, according to art. 2
(4) of EU Directive 24/2014.

4 (a) They are not established with the goal to obtain profit; (b) do not distribute profits ta the shareholders, () They do not have the
organizationa! structure of an undertaking or a regular presence on the market; (d} They have legal personality. For the purposes of this point (d), for
italian partners grant applications may be eligible if submitted by entities which do not have legal personality under the applicable national law,
provided that their representatives have the capacity to undertake legal obligations on behalf of the entity and offer guarantees for the protection of
the Union's financial interests equivalent to those offered by legal persons according to art. 131 of Regulation (EU, Euratom) 966/2012.
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Non-profit organizations must be operational for at least 12 months before the launch of the call for
proposals.

NGOs or Sacial Partners {Chambers of commerce, business organisations, etc.) are encouraged to participate.
Partnerships

The minimum eligible partnership must involve at least one partner from each participating Country and
Italian Region:

- at least 1 partner from Puglia (Region of the EU Member State);

- at least 1 partner from Molise (Region of the EU Member State);

- atleast 1 partner from Albania;

- at least 1 partner from Montenegro.

The total number of partners must not exceed five {5) including the Lead Partner.

Projects can also have associated partners, taking part to the activities without receiving financing, for a
maximum of one per partner.

For “Small Scale Projects” the rules are specified in the Annex 2.

The partnership has to appoint a Lead Partner, who is responsible for the preparation and submission of the
application form. In case of approval of the project, the Lead Partner takes over the responsibility for
management, communication, implementation, and coordination of activities among the involved partners.

Limitations for specific partners

in compliance with the targeted approach of this call, in order to balance participation of partners over-
represented in the first call and thematic projects, as well as to encourage big organisations to strategically
plan their participation, a limitation for certain types of partners is set.

Legal entities being universities®, research centers / bodies, as well as national ministries or ltalian regional
authorities® are allowed to apply as lead partners in maximum one project per specific objective and as
partner in maximum two projects per specific objective, i.e. max. 3 projects per $.0. in total, i.e. max. 12 in
total, in addition to Small Scale Projects, which are counted separately. After the call closure; the number of
applications per legal body of these typologies shall be counted in chronological order of submission and all
applications submitted after the maximum number of projects is reached per partner, shall be excluded at
the eligibility check.” Coordination of activities of all project proposals submitted within past, current and
future calls by the same partner will be carefully assessed.

In compliance with art. 11 (4) of Reg. EU No. 1299/2013, partners shall cooperate in the development and
implementation of projects. In addition, they shall cooperate in the staffing or the financing of projects, or in
both.

For “Small Scale Projects” the rules are specified in the Annex 2.

4. PROJECT SIZE

: Albanian faculties, having separate legal personality within the same university, are allowed to apply as Lead Partner to only 1 project and as
Project Partner to only 1 project per Specific Objective

¢ Even though made of several departments or operative branches, the legal entity is considered as a single entity if it is established and
operates as one body from the legal and fiscal point of view (e.g. a single VAT / registration number, a single statute, a single balance sheet, etc.). Even
though heads of department, faculty, institute etc. might have a power to sign and represent the legal body, it remains one single legal body. Only for
the purpose of this limitation, Regione Puglia and Regicne Malise are considered as National Ministries in Albania and Montenegro, while local
authorities in Albania and Montenegro are not counted as regional authorities.

7 In order to avoid that high quality projects are rejected because they are submitted later than poorer quality projects by the same
organization, internal coordination is required, e.g. through an office/person.
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The total budget of the projects must respect the following financial thresholds {including EU + national public
or private co-financing):

* Maximum budget (EU contribution + national co-financing) = EUR 850.000 (except for PA 4, which is EUR
1.200.000)

¢ Minimum budget (EU contribution + national co-financing) = EUR 400.000.

No minimum budget per partner is required. However, projects shall demonstrate a balanced distribution of
tasks and budget among partners (see quality criteria BS, B7 and BS), in order to ensure that each partner
concretely contributes to achieving the projects goals. As a general principle, a balanced budget per partner is
not lower than 10% of the total budget. Lower partner budget should be justified.

These requirements do not apply to Small Projects, for which the Annex 2 is applicable.

5. PROJECT DURATION AND PREPARATION-CLOSURE LUMPSUMS

The project implementation shall not be longer than 18 months, starting from the project start date, set
during the contracting procedure. A prolongation of additional 6 months may be approved by the JMC, if duly
justified.

Expenditures incurred to develop the project (project preparation) before the project start date will not be
reimbursed, but are covered by a lump sum of 10.000,00 EUR (IPA 85%, co-financing 15%) to the lead partner.
According to the same principle, all expenditures incurred to close the project (project closure) after the
project end date will be covered by a fump sum of 5.000,00 EUR (IPA 85%, co-financing 15%) to the lead
partner.

For “Small Scale Projects” the rules are specified in the Annex 2.

6. APPLICATION PROCEDURE

The project proposals have to be submitted in one step electronic procedure through the Electronic
Monitoring System of the Programme (eMS). The address of the eMS wil be published on the
Programme webportal with the publication of the call.

The project lead partner shall submit it on behalf of the partnership. All the compulsory documents to be filled
in for submitting a project proposal are included in the Application Package available at www.italy-albania-
montenegro.eu.

The Application Package includes the following documents:
a) Application Form

b) LP/PP Statements duly stamped (if stamp is applicable) and signed by all participating partners
(standard form provided) and for associated partners a declaration, including state aid assessment®;

8y The presence of State Aid can be confirmed only if all the following 5 cumulative criteria are fulfilled 1) The measure must confer
a benefit or advantage on the recipient which it would not otherwise have received (which is always the case for any Interreg Programme); 2) it must
be granted by a EU Member State or through State resources {which is always the case for any Interreg Programme); 3) it must selectively favour certain
undertakings or the production of certain goods; 4) it must distort or threaten to distort competition; 5) It must affect trade between EU Member
States. All project activities have to comply with Commission Regulation (EU) No 651/2014, Commission Regulation {EU) No 1407/2013 of 18 December
2013 an the application of Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union to de minimis aid.
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c) Statute and/or legal Act which sets up the partner institution/organization involved in the proposal, in
which its legal representation is specified. Statute and/or legal act can be submitted also in the national
language. A translation into English is preferable.

d) For private partners, the balance sheets of the last two accounting years, or of the last accounting
year in case of organization established only in the last 12 months, issued according to national
legislation,

The Application Form and LP/PP Statement must be filled in English in all their parts and the Lead
Partners and partners must not modify the templates provided by the Programme. The Lead Partner is
responsible for submitting the project proposal.

It means that the Lead Partner has to collect the required documents from ail involved partners and
submit the project proposal according to the application procedures. Before the submission of the Application
Form, the Lead Partner needs to register in the eMS. The Lead Partner must fill in and submit the Project
Application Form ONLY online at the electronic Monitoring system (eMS).

7. APPLICATION FORM
The Application Form is structured according to the following chapters:

» Project summary;

¢ Partnership;

* Project description;

* Work plan, structured according to work packages;
* Project budget overview;

e Partners’ budget;

» Attachments.

The submitted project proposal needs to demonstrate:
¢ What it wants to change and why;

* What it needs to deliver to obtain the change;

* How it will do it and what resources it needs for it.

The submitted project proposal must show a direct link to the Programme intervention logic and its
contribution to the Programme objectives achievement. The project main overall objective contributes
to the Programme priority specific objective; the project overall objective describes the general, strategic and
long term change the project intends to support for the benefit of the identified target group(s). The
project specific objective describes the specific and immediate effects of the project that can be realistically
achieved within the project life-time; the project result contributes to the Programme result, even if
project results will not be directly aggregated on Programme level, as Programme result indicators
measure changes in the whole Programme area.

The project outputs contribute to the achievement of Programme outputs so they can be aggregated at
Programme level.

Project activities within the frame of the Programme shall be organised around work packages, i.e. a
group of related project activities necessary to produce project deliverables and outputs. Each work
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package, structured in activities, shall provide information on the partners involved, the description of the
related deliverables and expected outputs, and the related budget.

The partnership can structure its project proposal according to a maximum number of work packages,
keeping in mind that FOUR of them are compulsory:

1) Project Management, describing how management on strategic and operational level will be carried out in
the project. This work package includes also costs related to external controller, if any, which are appointed
according to the ltalian decentralized control system®;

2) Communication, including the strategic planning of communication activities and a clear indication of
the target group(s) to address. A web space will be made available in the Programme webportal to all
selected projects, to be used as project webportal. A logo will also be provided to all selected projects.
In the implementation manual more guidance will be given;

3) Project implementation - which can consist of further work packages, which describe what the
partnership intends to implement to reach the foreseen goals. Each project proposal shall contribute to
the realization of at least 1 Programme output as set in the cooperation Programme; project partners have
to explain how project outputs feed Programme output indicators.

4) Pilot action. Each project proposal has to include at least one innovative and concrete pilot action, which
shall provide for wide visibility and concrete results in the territories. In the WP description, the project
partners have to precisely describe what are the innovative aspects of this action, e.g. in terms of innovative
products / outputs resulting from the activities, as well as in terms of innovative processes ta reach specific
goals. It shall include a brief analysis of the state of play in the concerned topic (i.e. the baseline), in order to
stress the elements, making the action particularly innovative {i.e. the innovative added value).

5) Non-compulsory work packages: preparation for the Lead Partner only (covering all costs before the
project duration on a lump sum basis). Additional implementation work packages are also non-compulsory.

For “Small Scale Projects” the rules are specified in the Annex 2.

8. SELECTION PROCEDURE

Following the submission of the project proposals, each of them will be subject to a formal assessment on:
- Eligibility;
- Quality check of technical nature.

The project proposals are also subject to a policy check by the Joint Steering Committee.

9. ELIGIBILITY CHECK
The project proposals are checked against following technical criteria:

s Submission in time

* Submission through the eMS

e Obligatory annexes correct and submitted

Supporting documents duly filled, signed and stamped (if stamp is applicable)
Geographical location of activities and partners

Eligibility of Lead Partner

Eligibility of Project Partners

? The remuneration fee for external controllers shall be in proportion to the complexity of the operation, its value and duration, It shall be adequate and
consistent to the budget of the project. In any case, the choice between the minimum and maximum fee should be left to the free market.
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Requirements regarding the minimum and maximum number of partners, including maximum
numbers of applications for universities, research bodies, ministries and Italian regional authorities.
Maximum co-financing rate respected

Minimum and maximum amounts per project respected

“Non-profit organizations” Partners registered at least in the last 12 month

The project includes at least four work packages (Project management, Implementation,
Communication, Pilot action)

The formal assessment will be performed by the Joint Secretariat with the support of the respective National
Authorities and National Info Points, under the supervision of the Managing Authority as responsible for
the procedure. Only the project proposals that fulfill the admissibility and eligibility criteria are admitted to the
further quality assessment, while the not eligible ones are rejected by the decision of the JMC.

For “Small Scale Projects” the rules are specified in the Annex 2.

Partners may be requested to provide minor integrations or to correct minor clerical errors in the documents,
upon approval by the Managing Authority and within a fixed deadline. Besides these cases, following errors
lead to an automatic rejection, without possibility to amend or correct these:

Delayed submission or submission not through the eMS;

Missing statements, or not duly signed and stamped (if stamp is applicable), i.e. no or insufficient
evidence of the willingness of the legal representative of the partner’s organisation;

Incorrect statements submitted, e.g. substantially changed statements;

One or more key documents are missing, e.g. accompanying act attesting the legal power of the
signatory or lack of evidence on the capacity of partners;

Maximum and minimum budget amounts for project proposal are exceeded;

Partners not having autonomous legal seat in the eligible area;

The signatory has not the legal power to represent the partner’s organisation;

Number of applications exceeds the rule on maximum number of applications;

Missing one or more compulsory work packages (Project management, Implementation,
Communication, Pilot action).

10. QUALITY ASSESSMENT
The project proposals are checked against following set of quality criteria approved by the JMC. For
“Small Scale Projects” the rules are specified in the Annex 2.

STRATEGIC CRITERIA Max Pts.

A.1.The project involves relevant Project Partners from all participating countries and they 5
prove the necessary experience and competence in the field concerned.

A.2. The coherence between the objectives of the project and the composition of the 3
partnership is assured.

A.3. The project addresses common territorial challenges, joint assets and opportunities in the 5
programme area - there is a real need for the project and it is in line with National and/or
regional Strategies of the participating countries.

A.4. The importance of the cross- border approach to the topic addressed is clearly described; 3
the project results and outputs cannot {(or only to some extent) be achieved without
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cooperation.

A.5. There is a clear benefit from cooperating for the Project Partners, the target groups and/or
for the programme area.

A.6. The project overall objective clearly links to a Programme priority objective.
A.7. The project results clearly link to at least one programme result indicator.

A.8. Results and main outputs are specified (concretely defined and measurable) and realistic (it
is possible to achieve them with given resources). Results and main outputs are in accordance
with the selected target group’s needs.

A.9. The project clearly contributes to the EUSAIR macroregional Strategy
A.10. The project makes use of available knowledge and builds on existing results and practices.

OPERATIONAL CRITERIA

B.1. The Lead Partner demonstrates competency in managing EU funded prajects or other
international projects or can ensure adequate measures for management support.

B.2. Project partners demonstrate that they efficiently coordinate activities with all other
projects submitted by the same legal entities and that these activities are not redundant or
overlapping

B.3. The communication approach/tactics chosen are appropriate to reach communication
objectives. Communication activities and deliverables are appropriate to reach the relevant
target groups and stakeholder* not applicable to Small Scale Projects

B.4. Coherence of project activities with indicative types of actions and outputs, as per relevant
Priority axes. Proposed activities are relevant and lead to the planned main outputs and results

B.5. All partners play a defined and active role in the project partnership with clear
responsibility (e.g. sharing of tasks is clear, logical, in fine with partners’ role in the projects and
cross-border Cooperation character), and risks and mitigation measures are well described

B.6. Time plan is realistic (activities, deliverables and outputs are in a logical time sequence)

B.7. All activities demonstrate a clear benefit of the cross-barder programme area and for each
participating partner (such as e.g. through activities taking place in each territory)

B.8. The project is mature, allowing its smooth realization (i.e. stage of completion of the
administrative procedures, etc.)

B.9. The overall budget is clear and realistic and reflects real partners' involvement (it is

balanced).
To what extent does the project budget demonstrate value for money?

B.10. Financial allocation per expenditure category is in line with the work plan of activities.
To what extent is the budget coherent and proportionate? * not applicable to Small Scale
Projects

B.11. To what extent is the budget of the proposed activities well-justified and explained?

SUSTAINABILITY CRITERIA

3

Max Pts.
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C.1. How will the project outputs be further used and how the sustainability will be ensured 5
once the project has been finalised? If applicable, how the project envisages durability of
relevant project outputs?
C.2. Project main outputs are applicable and replicable also outside of the current partnership 5
(transferability) — if not, it is justified
C.3. The project makes a positive contribution to sustainable development. 3
The project makes a positive contribution to equal opportunities and non- discrimination. The
project contributes to equality between man and woman.

Max Pts.
STRATEGIC CRITERIA 44
OPERATIONAL CRITERIA 43
SUSTAINABILITY CRITERIA 13
Total 100
ADDITIONAL TARGETED CRITERIA Max Pts.
D.1. The project objective and expected result directly address one of the missing topics for the 5
specific objective, identified in the Call. Relevant activities and outputs are in place to achieve
these objectives.
D.2. The project activities include relevant capitalization actions, aimed at building up synergies 5
and avoid overlapping with other projects and initiatives, which are precisely identified. The
project has specified the measures to be adopted to avoid overlapping with existing projects
and initiatives in terms of content/location of interventions.
D.3. The project objective and activities are explicitly foreseen in the EUSAIR action plan, the 3
project clearly outlines how these activities are going to be followed up on within the EUSAIR.
TOTAL MAXIMUM ADDITIONAL POINTS 13
E.1. JOINT STEERING COMMITTEE CRITERIA: Globally, the project complies with national and 20
regional policies, its actions and outputs precisely address concrete needs of the territories, and
it involves a suitable partnership, capable to reach the expected impacts.
TOTAL MAXIMUM ADDITIONAL POINTS BY THE JOINT STEERING COMMITTEE 20
TOTAL 133
Scoring system:

SCALE 0,1 TO 5,0 SCALE0,1TO 3,0

411050= The application fulfils the given criterion to an .
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excellent level and the provided information is |
- sufficient, clear and coherent for assessing the
criterion. i

3,1t04,0= ' The application fulfils the given criterion to a very |
good level, however, some aspects of the given |
. criterion lack certain clarity or coherence.

2,1t03,0= The application fulfils the given criterion to a . The application fulfils the given criterion to an
sufficient level, however, some aspects of the excellent level and the provided information is
' given criterion have not been met fully or not  sufficient, clear and coherent for assessing the

" explained in full clarity or detail. . criterion. )
1,1t02,0= The application has serious shortcomings in  The application fulfils the given criterion to a
fulfilling the given criterion and/or the provided | sufficient level, however, some aspects of the
information is of low quality. - given criterion have not been met fully or not

. explained in full clarity or detail.

0,11t01,0= ;,T,h,e,?!E’P’,i,Ca,,tiOf,', does not fulfil the given criterion. The application does not fulfil the given criterion.

If the information required is completely missing the score is 0 (zero).

The points are scored by the assessors with one decimal number.

The JS will carry out the quality assessment of the project proposals and it will rely on the assistance of the
NAs/NIPS of the participating countries and/or on a group of external evaluators carrying out a technical
evaluation, where needed.

In addition, as specified in Article 39 of Regulation EU 447/2014, the JMC shall set up a Joint Steering
Committee (JSC) for the selection of operations. Starting from the quality assessment by the JS, the JSC shall
make a policy assessment, based on following qualitative policy criteria: “Globally, the project complies with
national and regional policies, its actions and outputs precisely address concrete needs of the territories, and it
involves a suitable partnership, capable to reach the expected impacts”. The JSC may decide to award project
proposals fulfilling this policy criteria most with an additional score of maximum 20 points {from 0O = quality
assessment confirmed to 20 = the project proposal fulfils the policy criteria to an excellent level).

The JMCis responsible for the final decision, on the basis of outcomes of the quality assessment.

Based on the outcomes of the quality assessment, after the funding decision a negotiation phase will be
opened, where the JS/MA will require the LP to optimize project planning, activities and budgets.

11. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

More information about the content of the CP, the specific conditions for the submission of the project
proposals, the assessment and selection procedure, the application package as well as other relevant
information are available at www.italy-albania-montenegro.eu , http://punstejashtme.gov.al/en/ and

WWW.IMen.gov.me.

12. RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE PROCEDURE
According to the Interreg IPA CBC Italy-Albania-Montenegro Programme, responsibility for the administrative
procedures of this Call for proposals lays on Puglia Region, in the person of the Director of the Managing
Authority Office.
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13. ENCLOSURES

- Annex 1: Small scale projects
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Annex 1 - Small Scale Projects

The programme bodies intends to contribute to simplification for beneficiaries, especially the small
organisations, while using one of the foreseen simplified cost options {SCOs). At the same time the
Programme intends to test innovative financing options, also in compliance with the proposals for regulations
2021-2027 newly issued by the European Commission (see ETC Regulation, Small Project Fund).

Project proposals may be submitted as “Small Scale Projects” defined by the following restricted rules.

Where not specified, the general rules of the call are valid.

1. FINANCIAL ALLOCATION FOR SMALL SCALE PROJECTS
The overall financial allocation for the 4 priority axes, as Small Scale Projects is as follows:

1 Competitiveness 85.000,00 15.000,00 100.000,00
2 Tourism 295.517,90 52.150,22 347.668,12
3 Environment 476.812,27 84.143,34 560.955,61
4 Transport 417.669,83 73.706,44 491.376,27
TOTAL 1.275.000,00 225.000,00 1.500.000,00

Please note that for P.A. 3, S.0. 3.1. it is not possible to submit project proposals, as the entire amount of P.A.
3 is allocated to S.0. 3.2. energy efficiency.

Pre-financing and payments

Pre-financing 30% of IPA contribution by signature of subsidy contract. Offset of pre-financing with the final
payment. Private lead partners shall be required to provide a financial guarantee for the pre-financing.

According to the reimbursement principle, the partners shall have financial capacity to advance all costs, which
shall be reimbursed upon the foreseen verifications.

For Small Scale Projects, an interim payment shall be released after the achievement of the first of two fixed
milestones:

1) The first milestone is achieved upon the complete delivery of the first output or outputs planned, being
workshops/seminars/conferences or Incoming missions & B2B meetings, completed at the end of a reporting
period. The interim payment should be equal to the lump sum amounts corresponding to the delivered
outputs;
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2) the final payment will be released after the achievement of the second and final milestone, which is the
complete delivery of all planned outputs.

The output delivery is considered completed after the follow-up of the concerned meetings is concluded,
including the provision of sufficient documentation related to the achievement of the meeting expected
results. If the output delivery is not completed, because the meeting expected results have not been achieved,
the related part of the interim or final payment may not be released. If there is a clear evidence that meeting
results are achieved only partially, the Managing Authority reserves the right to proportionally reduce the
amount, upon consultation of the concerned partner.

Open ranking list
The outcome of the project selection shall be an open “Small Scale Projects” ranking list, which is going to be
valid until all funds of the programme are absorbed. This means, that in case funds become available in a

specific objective, e.g. because of project savings or thematic project allocation not fully absorbed, the next
project of the list is going to be financed.

Eligibility rules

The dedicated Small Scale Projects grants shall exclusively take the form of reimbursement of eligible costs
declared by beneficiaries on the basis of a lump sum.

Several lump sums could be combined to cover different activities, and to contribute to the total amount of
the project.

in compliance with art. 67 (4} of CPR Reg. (EU) No. 1303/2013 small scale projects implemented exclusively
through public procurement are not admitted™.

Other than the documentation to prove the reality and existence of the output, no supporting administrative
documents have to be provided for the real costs during the reporting. Therefore, emphasis is put on the
output, to prove that activity took place in the planned way. Once the activity has taken place it will be
reported. If the output for the activity is reached completely, the project will be reimbursed with the full
amount that was budgeted.

The Small Scale Projects grants can use lump sum for three typologies of actions as follow:

1. Preparation cost
2. Waorkshop, seminars and conferences
3. Incoming missions & B2B meetings

1. Preparation Cost

According to Article 2(1) of Regulation 481/2014, eligible expenditures shall relate to the costs of initiating or
initiating and implementing an operation or part of an operation. Approved Projects are entitled to receive
reimbursement of their preparatory costs (as considered as initiating costs of an operation) in the form of a
lump sum in the total amount of EUR 5.000€ (including IPA contribution and national co-financing).

10 To the application form applicants are required to attach an indicative procurement plan and an indicative list of internal staff of each
beneficiary, who is going to be involved in the development and implementation of the project. The evidence that beneficiary’s staff contributed
to the delivery of outputs is going to be verified (e.g. in the signature lists of at least one event and during the on-the-spot verification by the }S).
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Preparatory costs lump sum may cover costs of:
* meetings between potential partners,
¢ related staff costs,
e travel costs,
e external expert costs for preparation of the documentation,
¢ studies,
» translation of documents,
s consultations
¢ and any other cost related to the preparation of the operation activities carried out before signing the
Subsidy Contract/Partnership Agreement.

Only one lump sum of this type of activity can be allocated per project. The lump sum will be included in the
Application Form within the budget of the Lead Partner, in order to be reimbursed to the Lead Partner.

Management verifications

The objective of management verifications in case of the project preparation lump sum is to verify that project
preparation occurred in reality, i.e. that it existed.

The proof that the project was prepared is the submission of the application form and its compulsory
attachments, filled in in all its parts, as required. To produce this concrete output, the project partners must
have carried out @ number of preparation activities.

The verification of the Application Form occurs:

At eligibility check, which requires that 2 assessors at the JS and the National Info Points in Albania and
Montenegro check completeness of the application, among other aspects;

At quality assessment, which requires that 2 assessors at the JS and the National Info Points in Albania
and Montenegro assess the content and quality of it;

During the contracting phase and before the project start date, where an active cooperation of the
Lead Partner staff with the JS and Managing Authority takes place, e.g. to collect signatures, add the
information required in the eMS, to fulfil any condition set, etc,;

At reporting, which requires that the persons of the IS and of the Managing Authority in charge
confirm the existence of the application form.

Instead of the National Controllers, the Managing Authority, supported by the JS and the National Info Points,
is performing and confirming the verification of reality and existence.

2. Workshop, seminars and conferences

The eligible costs are linked to the organisation of events, meetings, seminars, conferences, debates, in
particular costs relating to organisation, renting rooms, interpretation, travel, subsistence and
accommodation, experts, etc..

The types of costs covered by the lump sum “Workshop, seminars and Conferences” are:
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* executive planning of the event (staff cost + external expertise)
¢ |ogistical assistance

e fee for speakers, including travel and accommodation

e rental services and setting up locations

e kit-event realization

e hostess service

* interpreter service

s catering service

¢ operational secretary, including travel and accommodation

e preparation and implementation of the promotion campaign for the event
* event follow-up (reporting, evaluation, press releases, etc.)

Projects are entitled to receive reimbursement in the form of a lump sum in the total amount set in the table
below, relating to at least 1 day and at least 40 participants per event.

During the preparation, implementation and follow-up of the meetings the partners shali prove that sufficient
quality standards are ensured (e.g. involving qualified experts, facilitators, ensuring sufficient services for
participants, outcomes of the meeting duly documented, participants satisfaction questionnaire, etc.), which
allows for achieving the project goals, outputs and results. This means that the Joint Secretariat shall be in the
position to verify with project reports that the outputs and results are achieved in the expected quality in a
reasonable way. In particular, an assessment by participants (through questionnaires e.g.), or external experts,
or equivalent, is required.

Management verifications

The objective of management verifications in case of the workshop, seminar and conference lump sum is to
verify that these events occurred in reality, i.e. that they existed.

The proof that the events took place, as output of a number of activities performed by the beneficiaries, is
verified:

during the implementation phase, i.e. the JS and National Info Points staff are invited to participate in
all events planned with at least one-month notice. At least at one event per project, and without prior
notice, a member of the IS and National Info Points shall on-the-spot verify the existence of the event
and fill in a report to be uploaded with the concerned project report;

at reporting, i.e. the persons in charge at the JS and at the Managing Authority shall verify the event
documentation and request additional proof, if needed.

Event documentation shall be produced and uploaded with the project report and include at least:

o Documents produced during the preparation of the event: Agenda, invitation, participant lists,
event poster, news, publications, studies, etc.. A sufficient evidence shall be provided in order
to prove to a reasonable extent that the events was well prepared and communicated
beforehand.
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o Documents produced during the event: Signature lists, photo and video materials, social
media and media coverage, etc.. A sufficient evidence shall be provided in order to prove to a
reasonable extent that the events took place.

o Documents produced after the event: Minutes, Summary, Conference proceedings, meeting
evaluation forms filled in, signed memorandum of understanding, etc. A sufficient evidence
shall be provided in order to prove to a reasonable extent that the events was followed-up on.

Instead of the National Controllers, the Managing Authority, supported by the JS and the Nationa! Info Points,
is performing and confirming the verification of reality and existence.

3.  Incoming missions & B2B meetings

The types of costs to be covered by the lump sum “Incoming mission & B2B meetings” are:
e incoming activities, including travel and accommodation
o logistical assistance for operators of economic activities
* rental services and setting up locations
¢ hostess service
* interpreter service
s catering service
s operational secretary, including travel and accommodation
e preparation and implementation of the promotion campaign for the event
¢ event follow-up (reporting, evaluation, press releases, etc.)

Projects are entitled to receive reimbursement in the form of a lump sum in the total amount set in the table
below, for at least 1 meeting with 10 economic operators.

During the preparation, implementation and follow-up of the incoming missions and B2B the partners shall
prove that sufficient quality standards are ensured (e.g. involving qualified experts, ensuring sufficient services
for participants, outcomes of the meeting duly documented, participants satisfaction questionnaire, etc.),
which allows for achieving the project goals, outputs and results. This means that the Joint Secretariat shall be
in the position to verify with project reports that the outputs and results are achieved in the expected quality
in a reasonable way. In particular, an assessment by participants {through gquestionnaires, e.g.), or external
experts, or equivalent, is required.

Management verifications

The objective of management verifications in case of the incoming missions & B2B meetings lump sum is to
verify that these events occurred in reality, i.e. that they existed.

The proof that the events took place, as output of a number of activities performed by the beneficiaries, is
verified exactly like for the workshop, seminar and conference lump sum.

Instead of the National Controllers, the Managing Authority, supported by the JS and the National Info Points,
is performing and confirming the verification of reality and existence.
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Applicable lump sum amounts

In order to take into account the different costs of living in the three countries, adjustments are necessary
through the application of a country correction coefficients.

Using country correction coefficients, the Lump Sums of Workshop, seminars and conferences and Incoming
missions & B2B meetings, become respectively™:

Italy Albania Montenegro

Total {IPA contribution + | Total (IPA contribution + | Total (IPA contribution +
National co-financing) | National co-financing) National co-financing)

Workshop, seminars and
conferences {amount for EUR 17.000 EUR 12.000 EUR 11.000
single event)

Incoming missions & B2B
meetings (amount for EUR 21.000 EUR 15.000 EUR 13.000
single event)

Costs declared as a lump sum shall be eligible if they correspond to the lump sum set out in the estimated
budget for the activity and if the corresponding tasks or parts of the action have been properly implemented
in accordance with Application Form.
Each lump sum should be named with a unique, identifiable name; the same name should be used in the
project budget.
Detailed information should be given on the content and costs foreseen for the lump sum, per work package
and beneficiary.
Through the project report each beneficiary certifies that:
« the information provided is full, reliable and true;
e the work packages have been completed and that the action in general has been properly
implemented;
e the proper implementation can be substantiated by adequate records and supporting documentation
that will be produced upon request or in the context of checks, reviews, audits and investigations.

2. PROJECT PARTNERS

The total number of partners must not exceed three {3} including the Lead Partner™.
Projects can also have associated partners, taking part to the activities without receiving financing, for a
maximum of one per partner.

The partnership has to appoint a Lead Partner, who is responsible for the preparation and submission of the
application form.

NGOs and social partners are strongly encouraged to participate.

Limitations for specific partners

1 Please note that these amounts might have minor, but non-substantial re-adjustment, as a consequence of the audit opinion.
12 The partnership composition is regulated in article 39 of the IPA IR (EU) No 447/2014, as well as article 12 of ETC Reg. (EU) No.
1299/2013.
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Legal entities being universities, research centers / bodies, as well as national ministries or Italian regional
authorities®, in “Small Scale Projects”, in addition to the other ones, are allowed to apply as lead partners in
maximum one small scale project and as partner in maximum one small scale project per specific objective,
i.e. max. 2 projects per S.0. in total, i.e. max. 10 in total. Big organisations -such as Regions, Universities and
Ministries- are strongly recommended to use these additional two months to carefully plan and coordinate the
project proposals they would like to participate in, in order to avoid that high quality projects are rejected
because they are submitted later than poorer quality projects by the same organisation. A possible solution
could be to rely on an internal coordination office/person.

After the call closure, the number of applications per legal body of these typologies shall be counted in
chronological order of submission and all applications submitted after the maximum number of projects is
reached per partner shall be excluded at the eligibility check.

3. PROJECT SIZE
A maximum total budget of EUR 100.000,00 is allowed per project (including EU + national public or private
co-financing).
No minimum budget per partner is required, but each partner shall be in charge of at least one of the outputs,
for which a lump sum is foreseen.

4. PROJECT DURATION

The project implementation shall not be longer than 12 months, starting from the project start date, set
during the cantracting procedure. A prolongation of additional 6 months may be approved by the JMC, if duly
justified.

5. APPLICATION FORM
The Application Form is structured according to the following Work Packages:

1. Preparation
2. Implementation

which are compulsory.

Planned sources of verification of the output shall be given by the applicant, i.e. the Lead Partner has to clearly
set out what evidence may prove the existence of the set output. For example, if “meeting with a set number
of participants” is the output defined, documental evidence may be proposed by the applicant, such as the
meeting agenda, minutes, meeting participants and registrants list, photographic material, video material,
external feedback, which is in any case required, e.g through analysis of the evaluation forms by participants.
The applicant shall provide for its own outputs a proposal for verification sources, which shall be part of the
subsidy contract and shall be verified by the JS/MA, at reporting.

6. SELECTION PROCEDURE

3 Even though made of several departments or operative branches, the legal entity is considered as a single entity if it is established and
operates as one body from the legal and fiscal point of view (e.g. a single VAT / registration number, a single statute, a single balance sheet, etc.).
Even though heads of department, faculty, institute etc. might have a power to sign and represent the legal body, it remains one single legal body.
Only for the purpose of this limitation, Regione Puglia and Regione Molise are considered as National Ministries in Albania and Montenegro,
while local authorities in Albania and Montenegro are not counted as regional authorities.
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The proposals will be evaluated according to the standard evaluation procedures with the help of outside
experts, if needed. The assessors will assess the quality of the proposals in terms of innovation, expected
impact and quality and efficiency of the implementation. The assessors will also check the budget estimate
and look whether the value of the activities and expected outputs corresponds to the estimated budget and if
the resources proposed and the split of lump sum shares allows achieving these activities and expected
outputs.

Lump sums operate on a binary approach, and there are no ather choices than paying 0% or 100% of the single
lump sum. Special attention should be paid that the conditions (e.g., how the reimbursement of costs can be
affected if the conditions have not been fulfilled) are clearly defined in the subsidy contract. If only one
input/output to be financed via a lump sum is indicated and that input/output is not delivered, no
reimbursement is due.

The estimated lump sum shares indicated cannot be adjusted by transfers of amounts between beneficiaries.
Transfers between work packages are however possible only if:
* the work packages are not already completed (and declared in a financial statement);
» the transfers are justified by the technical and scientific implementation of the action
¢ areview confirms that the amendment does not call into question the decision awarding the grant or
breach the principle of equal treatment of applicants.

7. QUALTY ASSESSMENT
The project proposals are checked against the standard set of quality criteria approved by the IMC.

The criteria B.3. and B.10. are not pertinent for “Small Scale Projects”, so the score for Operational Assessment
will be 33, and the total score will be 90 {excl. targeted and JSC criteria).

L’Autofita di Gesfione del Programma
lnterreg/ A CBC ITAIAA-ALBANIA-MONTENEG
Direttoye del Diparfimento Sviluppo econo
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